Final
2026 Frontline to Farm Schedule

June 8-12, 2026 (New Participant Training)

Sunday June 7
3:00-5:00 		Participants check in at dorm (Laurel Creek Hall; LCH) and register in training room (LCH rm 147); greet Sarah Gummo or Anne Fanatico
Dinner on your own	Central Dining Hall open until 8 pm

Monday June 8
7:30-8:00	Registration (if local)
7:30-8:00	Breakfast (Central Dining Hall)			
8:15-8:25 	Welcome 						Associate Dean Jason Miller, College of Fine and Applied Arts
8:25-9:00 	Introductions						Anne Fanatico, Joe Jakubek, Eddy Labus, Sarah Gummo
9:00-10:30 	USDA							Julia Houck, USDA
10:30-10:45 	Break
10:45-11:45 	Restorative Forestry					Ian Snider, Mountain Works
11:45-12:45	Lunch (Central Dining Hall)					
1:00-1:20 	Travel to Farm	 (Pick up from dining–Academy Street side–or from dorm)			
1:20-3:30 	Tour Laughing Springs Farm				Jay Bost
3:30-4:00 	Travel to Farm						
4:00-5:00 	Tour Browns Farm Ridge (BFR)*			Daniel Brown
5:00-6:30 	Pig Pickin’ at BFR 					Daniel Brown & family
5:00-5:30 	Agritourism keynote					Lee Rankin (at BFR)
6:30-7:00	Travel to Campus
*Dinner sponsored by American Legion Watauga County Post 130

Tuesday June 9
7:30-8:00	Breakfast (Central Dining Hall)				
8:15-8:30 	Recap							Anne, Eddy		
8:30-9:15	Farm Credit						Judd Price, AgSouth
9:15-9:45	The Business of Farming 				Anne 
9:45-10:00 	Break
10:00-12:00 	Woodland Medicinals					Joe Ginseng, Up the Creek
12:00-1:00 	Lunch (Central Dining Hall)				
1:00-1:20 	Travel to Farm	 (Pick up from dining or dorm)
1:20-2:50 	Tour Against the Grain Farm				Holly Whitesides & Andy Bryant
2:50-3:00 	Travel to Farm
3:00-5:00 	Tour Springhouse Farm				Amy Fiedler
5:00-5:15 	Travel to Campus
Dinner on your own (Central Dining Hall open until 8 pm)
6:30-8:30	Optional: Evening tour at Up the Creek Farm	Joe Ginseng & Eddy 
		Moved to Friday due to rain

Wednesday June 10
7:30-8:00	Breakfast (Central Dining Hall)			
8:15-8:30 	Recap							Anne, Eddy	
8:30-10:30 	Legal Issues						Rusty Rumley, National Ag Law Center
10:30-10:45 	Break
10:45-11:30	Growing vegetables for mental health		Matt Cooper, Lively Up Farm (also App State Counseling)
11:45-12:15 	Travel to farm				
12:15-12:45 	Lunch in the field 			
12:45-2:05 	Tour Heritage Homestead Goat Dairy		Mike Hambourger
2:05-2:30 	Travel to Farm
2:30-3:30	Tour App State Farm 					Chip Hope and Carol Coulter, App State Farm, Director and Instructor
3:30-4:00 	Travel to Farm
4:00-5:15	Heritage Homestead “Original” hors d’oeuvres	Lon and Carol Coulter
5:15-6:15	Tour Heritage Homestead				Carol Coulter
6:15-7:15 	Pizza dinner at Heritage Homestead*			Coulters
7:15-8:00	Travel to Campus
*Beverages donated by Booneshine
  
Thursday June 11
7:30-8:00	Breakfast (Central Dining Hall)			
8:15-8:30 	Recap 							Joe, Sarah		
8:30-9:30	Community-building, Appalachian and other regionsJoe
9:30-10:30 	Working with state and federal programs		Sarah
10:30-10:45 	Break
10:45-12:00 	Soil and Water						“Bonny” Bonville, Watauga Soil & Water Conservation
12:00-1:00 	Lunch (Central Dining Hall)				
1:00-1:15 	Travel to Butchery (Pick up from dining or dorm)
1:15-2:30 	Tour Watauga Butchery				Bob Shipley/Gray Shipley
2:30-2:35	Travel to Farm
2:35-4:35 	Tour Shipley Beef Farm				Bob Shipley/Gray Shipley/Eddy Labus
4:35-5:00	Break
5:00-5:05	Welcome to Farm Dinner; program and dinner detailsAnne, Gray						
5:05-5:20	Farming & Community Connections			Shane Hillman, Farm Cafe
5:20-5:30	Mountaineer Welcome				Provost Dr. Neva Specht, Appalachian State University
5:30-5:40	High Country Welcome				Grayson Farmer, Constituent Liaison to NC 5th Congressional District	
5:40-6:15	Burgers & Networking Dinner*
6:15-6:30	Shipley Farm 						Gray, Bob, Shipley Farm family
6:30-6:40	Acknowledgements					Anne  – thank educators, farm hosts, sponsors
6:40-7:30	Ice Cream						
7:30-7:45 	Travel to Campus
*Farm dinner sponsored by AgSouth Farm Credit, beverages from Appalachian Mountain Brewery

Friday June 12
Check out of dorm by 11 am (Express Check out)
7:30-8:00	Breakfast (Central Dining Hall)			
8:15-8:30 	Recap							Joe, Sarah
8:30-9:30 	Grant availability 					Eddy 
9:30-10:00 	F2F Next Steps					Joe
10:00-10:15	Break
10:15-11:15 	Food Safety and demo				Abhi Upadhyay, University of Connecticut
11:15-12:00 	Wrap-Up and final evaluations			Sarah
12:00-1:00	Lunch (optional - Central Dining Hall)	
1:30-3:00	Optional tour: Apple Hill Farm; 400 Apple Hill Road, Banner Elk, NC 28604 (personal vehicle) 		

Frontline to Farm, a collaborative program featuring faculty and students from Appalachian State University helps military Veterans and beginning farmers get started in sustainable farming. We support practices that raise healthy food, mitigate climate change and build community, while providing support and reconnection for those who have served. The Frontline to Farm program was founded with funding from the USDA NIFA Beginning Farmer and Rancher Development Program (grant #2020-49400-32301 "Going Whole Hog: Sustainable Livestock and Agroforestry Training for Military Veterans"). Funding for specialty training provided by USDA NIFA 2020-69006-31684 "Novel microbubble technology to reduce contamination of poultry products and fresh produce for small and medium veteran farmers." Support also from USDA Sustainable Agriculture Systems 2020-69012-31823. 

