Final
2026 Frontline to Farm Schedule

June 10-12, 2026 (Alumni trainees)

Wednesday June 10
3:00-5:00	Check in at dorm (Laurel Creek Hall; LCH) and register in training room (Rm 147 LCH)
4:30-6:30	Drop-in for pizza in Rm 147 LCH; greet Emma Van Gilder

Thursday June 11
7:30-8:00	Breakfast (Central Dining Hall)

Alumni tours 8:15 am-4:00 pm (must pre-register for tour of your choice)
			
Tour Track 1: Bees to Business (Nelson Gonzalez); meet at Living Learning Center Rm 205
8:15-9:00	Intro to Sustainable Beekeeping 	Nelson
9:00-10:00 	Hive tracks 				James Wilkes, Hive tracks
10:00-10:15	Travel (or walk) to top of hill
10:15-11:15	Beemon 				Rahman Tashakkori, App State
11:15-11:30	Break 	
11:30-12:15	Boxed lunch at LLC
12:15-1:30	Travel to Farm
12:30-1:30	Tour De La Cruz Farm		Rob Brooks			
1:30-1:45	Travel to Farm
1:45 2:45	Tour Hidden Happiness Bee Farm	HS Greene
2:45-3:00	Break
3:00-3:30	Travel to campus
3:30-4:00	Wrap up
4:15-4:45	Travel to Shipley Farm (with Nelson)
		
OR

Tour Track 2: Poultry Slaughter (Anne Fanatico and Eddy Labus); meet in front of LCH at 8:15
8:15-8:30 	Travel to Ag Extension Center (252 Poplar Grove Rd, Boone, NC 28607)
8:30-12:00	Slaughter training with mobile unit in outdoor lot	Anne, Eddy
		Food safety training					Abhi Upadhyay, Univ. of Connecticut
12:00-12:45     Box lunch in Extension conference room	
12:45-2:00	Poultry debone and packaging	
2:00- 2:15	Travel to dorm for wash up
2:45-4:30	SD Civic Garden Tour at LLA	Sierra Green, Student Manager
4:30-4:45	Travel to Shipley Farm (with Anne)
			
5:00-5:05	Welcome to Farm Dinner; program and dinner detailsAnne, Gray						
5:05-5:20	Farming & Community Connections			Shane Hillman, Farm Cafe
5:20-5:30	Mountaineer Welcome				Provost Dr. Neva Specht, Appalachian State University
5:30-5:40	High Country Welcome				Grayson Farmer, Constituent Liaison to NC 5th Congressional District	
5:40-6:15	Burgers & Networking Dinner*
6:15-6:30	Shipley Farm 						Gray, Bob, Shipley Farm family
6:30-6:40	Acknowledgements					Anne  – thank educators, farm hosts, sponsors
6:40-7:30	Ice Cream						
7:30-7:45 	Travel to Campus
*Farm dinner sponsored by AgSouth Farm Credit, beverages from Appalachian Mountain Brewery

Friday June 12
Check out of dorm by 11 am (Express Check out)
7:30-8:00	Breakfast at LLA 205 (donated by Stickboy)
8:00-8:30 	Welcome and Recap 					Anne
8:30-8:45	Consultant introductions 
Joe Ginseng, Carol Coulter, Jay Bost, Lee Rankin, Nelson Gonzalez, Ricky Boyd
8:45-10:00 	Consultants (small table discussions, switch every 20 minutes)
10:00-10:15	Break
10:15-11	Consultants (small table discussions, switch every 20 minutes)
11:00-12:00	Grant availability					Eddy 
12:00-1:00	Lunch (BBQ and sides donated by Pedalin/Pig)
12:15-1:00	Farming and Entrepreneurship keynote		Erich Schlenker
1:00-1:30	Wrap up and final evaluations			Anne Fanatico
2:00-3:00	Optional Farm Tour: Apple Hill Farm, 400 Apple Hill Road, Banner Elk, NC 28604 (personal vehicle)	

Frontline to Farm, a collaborative program featuring faculty and students from Appalachian State University helps military Veterans and beginning farmers get started in sustainable farming. We support practices that raise healthy food, mitigate climate change and build community, while providing support and reconnection for those who have served. The Frontline to Farm program was founded with funding from the USDA NIFA Beginning Farmer and Rancher Development Program (grant #2020-49400-32301 "Going Whole Hog: Sustainable Livestock and Agroforestry Training for Military Veterans"). Funding for specialty training provided by USDA NIFA 2020-69006-31684 "Novel microbubble technology to reduce contamination of poultry products and fresh produce for small and medium veteran farmers." Support also from USDA Sustainable Agriculture Systems 2020-69012-31823. 

